
Why did we purchase this property? 

• Sojourn Heights continues to grow in 
number, with this growth comes the need for 
more space to accommodate new members, 
growing families and our overall outreach 
within the Greater Heights neighborhood 

• Through prayer and engagement with 
industry professionals, the Elders determined 
that acquiring this property and renovating 
our current building was the best and most 
cost effective path forward  

As a church-planting church, why did we 
buy a larger building? 

• We are still committed to church planting; we 
currently have 3 church planting residents 

• We have projected 200 children by 2019, so 
we need more space for our kids 

• We are committed to the Heights and 
adjacent neighborhoods and we see this as 
an option to further embed in our community 

Why not plant another church in the 
Heights or surrounding area? 

• We think that additional growth to Sojourn 
Heights in attendance and physical space will 
allow us to be more effective at resourcing 
future church plants 

• 608 Aurora does not have adequate 
classroom space for Sojourn Kids age 0-9 
regardless of the number of adults 

• There may be potential to plant a church in 
the greater Heights at some point down the 
road, but growing these facilities was seen as 
a better option for the foreseeable future 
given the real estate available, church 
planting residents on hand, and resourcing 
options 

How did we choose this property? 

• We reviewed dozens of real estate options 
and this option was the least expensive by far 

• We would not have to spend any time in a 
temporary location 

• We love the Heights and want to further 
embed within this community 

What’s the renovation plan? 

• We are planning to renovate the red brick 
building to become our sanctuary, demolish 
the limestone building to become a 
courtyard, and renovate 608 Aurora to 
become Sojourn Kids 

• We will not need to vacate from our current 
sanctuary, as we will renovate/build in two 
phases 

• Phase 1 includes the renovation of the red 
brick building, the addition of a fellowship 
hall, and the majority of hardscaping and 
landscaping 

• Phase 2 includes a renovation of 608 Aurora 
and the completion of site landscaping 

How will the Sojourn Kids spaces be 
renovated? 

• In the end, there will likely be 8-10 Sojourn 
Kids classrooms in 608 Aurora 

• Phase 2 of the project, which includes 
children’s space and a play area, is still in 
draft form 

• The specifics will be shared as available 
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How much will this project cost? 

How will we pay for this project? 

• Allegiance Bank loaned us money for the 
land purchase ($2.25M) 

• We can draw additional construction loan as 
needed ($1.2M) 

• We are launching a two-year capital 
campaign to raise the remainder of the 
money from our members and member 
networks (family and friends) 

Why didn’t we plan for this additional 
space in our 2015 renovation? 

• There was asbestos in the walls of Sojourn 
Kids in 2015, so that renovation was to 
remove the asbestos and remodel in order to 
use the space more efficiently 

• When this renovation was completed, 
Sojourn Kids was only up to age 5; we are 
now up to 3rd grade 

• We did not have the financial capacity to 
undergo a major purchase and renovation in 
2014 

Have we saved for this project? 

• We have saved approximately $400,000 in 
budget surplus over the past two years 

• We have not overspent our budget; for the 
past six years, we have spent less than we 
have brought in 

• Budget surpluses have been used as a tool of 
generosity to ministries we support (HCPN, 
Italy, etc.) 

How will we maintain our “family feel” as 
we grow? 

• Sojourn has a family feel largely because all 
members are part of geographically-oriented 
parishes within the greater Heights; we plan 
to maintain this localized approach rather 
than becoming a commuter church 

• We have added—and will continue to 
develop—support measures for parishes to 
ensure that parishes are strong going into 
this season of potential growth 

• We are putting additional systems in place to 
help maintain the family feel as we grow, 
including additional budgets for ministry 
teams, leadership development, and 
corporate prayer 

How will we handle parking? 

• While we are purchasing 2501 Gostick 
(lot East of the red brick building where 
we currently park) as official Sojourn 
parking, we do not have further plans to 
expand parking 

• As a local church, we encourage our 
members to carpool, walk, or bike to 
gatherings 

• Large parking lots tend to normalize 
commuting, and we want to maintain our 
family feel 

Will we have to vacate the property at any 
point during the project? 

• No, our current plans allow us to 
continue using some variation of our 
space for both adults and children, 
eliminating the need to vacate at any 
time during the project

Land Purchase $2.25M

Phase 1: Sanctuary $1.75M

Phase 2: Sojourn Kids $500K

Courtyard / Parking $500K

Total Estimated $5M


